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Students from Peralta Trail Elementary School show their aloha spirit at a recent assembly. 

Letter from Dr. Anderson 

The beginning of a new school year, like the 
dawning of a new day, reminds us that the 
future holds infinite possibilities.  This was 
especially true on the first day of school when 
we welcomed over 3,500 students to their 
educational journey of 2018-2019. 
 
This year will began our efforts as outlined in 
our AJUSD Strategic Plan.  Our Strategic Plan 
will be the blueprint that will lead the district 
over the next three years in the areas of 
Academic Excellence, Culture of Continuous 
Improvement, Community Engagement, and 
Examine and Evaluate Systems. Through 
intentionality in our actions the district will 
begin to make movement in improving learning 
outcomes for all students. In addition, through 
the strategic planning process our district 
developed a new Mission, Vision, and Core 
Values that will guide the manner we do our 
work in the district.  
 

As we move forward with our efforts, I invite 
you to think about something written so long 
ago but something that still resonates today.  
Emerson said, “Whatever you do, you need 
courage. Whatever course you decide upon, 
there is always someone to tell you that you are 
wrong. There are always difficulties arising that 
tempt you to believe your critics are right. To 
map out a course of action and follow it to an 
end requires some of the same courage that a 
soldier needs. Peace has its victories, but it 
takes brave men and women to win them.”  I 
am confident that we will do whatever it takes 
to create a path filled with success and 
accomplishment as, together, we launch the 
best year yet for Apache Junction Unified 
School District. 
 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Dr. Krista L. Anderson 

Superintendent of Schools 
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NEW PROGRAM 

CCJH Students Embrace AVID Learning 

 

AVID students collaborate on a car-building exercise. 

The word “avid” means having an eager desire 
for something. It is the perfect acronym for a 
new elective program, AVID, at Cactus Canyon 
Junior High. AVID stands for Advancement Via 
Individual Determination. The program 
challenges students to use reflection and 
questioning tactics to understand and master 
content on a deeper level. Educators take 
special AVID training to empower students to 
take ownership of their learning. 

Students work in small groups and use inquiry, 
collaboration and peer support. This format 
fosters note-taking, studying and organizing 
assignments. AVID students attend classes with 
the general education population throughout 
the day, but their schedules include one course 
simply referred to as “AVID elective”. It is in this 
class that students learn to integrate the socio-
emotional habits needed to excel in college – or 
in achieving any other goal.  

Currently 15 7th graders and 29 8th graders were 
accepted into the AVID program at the junior 
high. Students make a five to six year 
commitment to the program. AJUSD will be 
expanding the program to include 9th grade at 
the high school in 2019-20, adding additional 
grade levels as the cohort advances.  

Gaining STEAM 

 

Zachary Rhinehart examines his egg after the Egg Drop 
Challenge at PTES’ STEAM Night’s Egg Drop Challenge. 

Students scrambled across the campus during 
STEAM Night at Peralta Trail Elementary School 
with one question in mind, “Did it crack?” 

Dozens of eggs, packaged in a variety of ways, 
were tossed from the bucket of a 50-foot crane. 
Students were tasked with designing a structure 
for their egg to be dropped without breaking. 
The packaging included a variety of options 
including a Styrofoam ice chest, foam padding, 
balled up newspaper in a box, cushioning from 
a dissected Nerf football, balloons and 
handmade parachutes to slow the egg’s descent 
to the ground, and a cluster of straws circling 
the outside of the package to minimize the 
landing impact.  

Dr. Krista Anderson, AJUSD superintendent and 
Jay Nelson, a firefighter/paramedic with the 
Superstition Fire and Medical District, served as 
“egg tossers” and launched the eggs from their 
perch in the bucket of the crane. STEAM 
(science, technology, engineering, art and 
mathematics) nights are held monthly at PTES. 
There is a different theme each month. The 
August theme was safety. The egg drop 
challenge ties into using helmets to protect 
your brain.  
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Navy JROTC Continues to Shine 

 

The Navy JROTC continues its tradition of excellence. 

The Navy JROTC at AJHS will continue to march 
forward in 2018-2019 under the new leadership 
of Lieutenant Commander Gary Lock (RET) and 
Senior Chief Petty Officer Kendra Welchert 
(RET). Both are new to AJHS, but both are 
committed to carry on the program’s long 
legacy of success. AJHS’ Navy JROTC program 
has been recognized by the Secretary of the 
Navy for having one of the best Navy JROTC 
programs in the nation. Only two Arizona 
schools were selected for this honor in 2018. 
AJHS has received this distinction for the 13th 
consecutive year (an honor that has never been 
achieved by an Arizona school before).  
  

Be a Local Hero and Volunteer with AJUSD 

Not all heroes wear capes. If you have time to 

volunteer, AJUSD can use your assistance with a 

variety of needs. Please contact 

smarks@goaj.org or call 480-982-1110 ext. 

2012 and find out how you can make a 

difference! 

AJHS Announces New Basketball Coaches 

 

Cornelius Turner (Left) and Sam Valencia. 

The AJHS Athletic Department is excited to 

announce the appointment of Sam Valencia as 

the new Head Varsity Girls Basketball Coach and 

Mr. Cornelius Turner as the new Head Varsity 

Boys Basketball Coach. 

 “Coach Valencia’s passion and enthusiasm for 

the game of basketball is contagious,” said 

AJHS’ Athletic Director Dawn Schwenckert. “We 

are truly fortunate to have such a high-quality 

coach for our program.” 

Coach Turner is a graduate of Dobson High 

School in Mesa and of Tuskegee University 

where he played collegiate basketball from 

1998-2000. Prior to earning his Bachelor’s 

degree in psychology at Tuskegee, Coach Turner 

played basketball at Scottsdale Community 

College (1996-1998). 

“Coach Turner brings a wealth of basketball 

knowledge and experience to our basketball 

program. Our student athletes are fortunate to 

have him as their head coach,” said Dawn 

Schwenckert. 

Both coaches value the importance of 

academics, teamwork and keeping a positive 

attitude on and off the court.  

 The first game of the season for both the boys 

and girls squads will be Nov 27 against Poston 

Butte. 
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How to Lend a Hand to Project Help? 

Project Help is an Apache Junction-based non-

profit organization that assists AJUSD families 

with children who need a helping hand with 

food, new and used clothing, school supplies, 

holiday assistance, financial aid and more. 

Project HELP is 100% supported by donations. 

But sometimes the helpers need help too. 

Three things that are always in short supply are 

food, toiletries and laundry soap. If you can help 

out, contact Project HELP Coordinator, Rosie 

Protugal-Brastad,  at rportuga@goaj.org or call 

480-288-2955 and see how you can make a 

difference.  

Environmental Business Sponsors Needed 

 

AJHS seeks business sponsors for a water refill 

station. These stations (that cost approximately 

$1,500 each) offer filtered water and allow 

students and staff to easily refill water bottles 

and reduce the amount of water bottles going 

to the landfill. A sign with the donor’s name and 

business will be displayed above the station. 

The school will take care of installation. The 

campus hopes to eventually have three water 

stations installed. If you are interested or want 

to learn more contact AJHS Principal Dr. Angela 

Chomokos at achomokos@goaj.org for more 

information.  

 

 

Arizona School Tax Credit is like a Gift for 

Schools and Students 

 

Did you know Arizona allows an individual 

taxpayer to contribute up to $200 (or a married 

couple filing jointly up to $400) to a public 

school of their choice and get a dollar-for-dollar 

credit against your tax liability? That means you, 

as an Arizona taxpayer, can direct some of the 

money that you would normally pay in state 

taxes to go directly to the eligible school 

program YOU select.   

Don’t forget, you don’t have to contribute the 

maximum amount to participate. Any amount is 

appreciated. Here are a few items from our 

school’s wish lists of eligible items: 

DVES and FPES – Funds for school clubs. 

PTES – Ukuleles, band instruments and 

resources for STEAM Nights (Zoo Mobile, 

Mobile Planetarium).  

AJHS – Monies to the general fund to pay  for 

trips and competitions. 

Call Sandra Bohr at 480-982-1110 ext. 2001 for 

more information. 

What’s Up? 

In addition to our website, www.ajusd.org, a 

brochure of monthly events is available to share 

with members of your organization, faith 

community, non-profit group, neighbors or 

friends. Learn about home games, events and 

more. Contact Sally Marks at smarks@goaj.org 

to request your copies. 
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